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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Year A  31/01 February 2026  

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Psalm 105:47 
Save us, O Lord our God! And gather us from the 
nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 
 

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13 
In your midst I will leave a humble and a lowly people. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 145:7-10 
Happy the poor in spirit: the kingdom of heaven is 
theirs! 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
God has chosen what is weak by human reckoning. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
Alleluia, alleluia! Rejoice and be glad; You reward 
will be great in heaven. Alleluia! 

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
Happy are the poor in spirit. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Matthew 5:3-4 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are the meek, for 
they shall possess the land. 

PARISH TEAM                         
PARISH PRIEST 
Fr Raymond C. Ugwu CSSp                    

raymond.ugwu@parishofrichmond.org.au 

ASSISTANT PRIEST  
Fr Adam Carlow 
adam.carlow@parishofrichmond.org.au  

PARISH ADMINISTRATION  
Teshana Laferla                                               
admin@parishofrichmond.org.au               

Celina Alcantara                                   
finance@parishofrichmond.org.au  

SACRAMENTAL CO-ORDINATOR 
Maria Boyd 
sacraments@parishofrichmond.org.au  

PARISH CO-ORDINATOR  
OF MINISTRIES 
Mary McGuiness 
mary.mcguiness@parishofrichmond.org.au  

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK     
CO-ORDINATOR 
Angela Copland 
angelacopland54@gmail.com  

PRINCIPAL -  
ST MONICA'S SCHOOL  
Melissa Beggs        
StMonRic@parra.catholic.edu.au  

 

Parish Prayer  

Ever loving God, we the community of the  
Catholic Parish of Richmond, praise you and 
dedicate our lives to you. Through the     
example of St Monica, St Gregory, and      
St John of God we aspire to be people of 
faith and prayer, who extend peace, hope and light to the 
wider community. 

When we listen to your Word, let it nourish us, giving us 
strength and perseverance in our daily lives. May the  
Holy Spirit enkindle in us a spirit of compassion and   
hospitality and a profound respect for each other. 

Help us to care for the sick, the elderly and those in need. 
Bless our young people that they may be inspired to 
know, love and serve You. May we strive to grow in holi-
ness and dedicate our lives to Your service. 

We make this prayer through the Intercession of our 
Mother Mary and Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 

                                THE INTERNATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONFERENCE 2028  

 

The Vatican has announced that Sydney will host the 54th International Eucharistic Congress in 2028.                          

Held every four years, the International Eucharistic Congress is expected to draw tens of thousands of faithful 

Catholics from across the globe to Sydney.                                                                                                             

Catholic Archbishop of Sydney Anthony Fisher OP said the congress would be the largest gathering held on              

Australian shores since World Youth Day 2008.                                                                                                          

“The International Eucharistic Congress is a joyous occasion that will deepen our understanding of the truth of 

the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist,” he said.                                                                                        

The International Eucharistic Congress began in Lille in 1881 with the hope that a renewal of faith in the real 

presence of Christ in the Eucharist would prove to be the catalyst for the re-evangelisation of the world. Quickly, 

the Congress became international in that it began to be celebrated throughout the world, not just in Europe.    

In 1928, Sydney hosted the event for the first time and in part, to recognise the centenary of that event, Sydney 

has been chosen again to host the Congress in September 2028.   

This is an exciting time for the Church in Australia and promises to be a time of great renewal. To ensure that the 

soil is rich for the seeds God will plant in 2028, the Church across the country will participate in various ways in a 

three-year preparation phase leading up to the Congress itself. As part of this preparation, on Sunday 1st of 

March, all parishes in Australia will hold a holy hour of adoration. Further details for this here in Richmond are to 

come. 

We also welcome back this week the return of Fr Raymond after some time spent with his family overseas.                 

We pray he had a good time, and a fruitful return to ministry here in Richmond. Wishing you all a very happy 

week ahead. 

Fr Adam  

mailto:angelacopland54@gmail.com


 
 

Sacraments News.  

PARISH MASS TIMES 

St Monica’s 
Saturday: 6.00pm 
Sunday: 7.30am, 
9.30am,5.30pm  
Mon, Wed & Fri: 9.00am 
 
St Gregory’s 
Saturday: 9am 
Sunday: 8am 
St John of God 
No Masses at this stage 

ANNOUNCEMENTS PARISH DIARY DATES 

• Monday 2 February The Presentation of the 

Lord. 

• Thursday 5 February Saint Agatha. 

• Friday 6 February Saint Paul Miki and Companions. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation 
St Monica’s: 
Saturday 5.30pm - 5.50pm. 
St Gregory’s: 
Saturday after 9.00am Mass. 

Anointing of the Sick Mass 
Second Friday of the month, 9am 
at St Monica’s or by arrangement 
with the priests 

Baptism 
By appointment only. 
St Monica’s: 2nd & 3rd Sundays  
at 11am. 
St Gregory’s: 1st Sunday at 11am  
Booking & Preparation are essential. 
 
Marriage 
Strictly by appointment. A minimum 
of 6 months notice is required. All 
enquiries please email: 
admin@parishofrichmond.org.au 

COUNCIL MEETINGS               

PPC - 11/02/2025       

PFC - 18/02/2025    

Time at 7pm.                     

Meeting Minutes    

available on notice 

boards in church 

foyers & parish     

website 

Enrolment for Confirmation is now open. Please use this QR code in the bulletin or on the Posters in 

the Church. Or else go to the Parish website: parishofrichmond.org.au   Sacramental Program and 

use the link. Please note enrolments close on the 6
th
 March.                                                                          

Parent INFORMATION session Wednesday 11
th
 March 7pm at St Monica’s.  

SRE: Looking for volunteers to attend the State 

Schools in our Parish. All resources and support 

is available. Please contact Parish Office if you 

feel you can help once a week.  

Blessing of candles: Monday 2nd February is the 

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. It is the day when 

the Church blesses candles that are to be used in 

Church & homes for Mass & prayer. If you have candles 

you would like blest, please bring to the 9am Mass. 

Welcome Home Fr. Raymond we trust that 

you have enjoyed catching up with family and 

friends.  

TODAY - The Sunday of the Word of God is a profoundly pastoral initiative to make it clear how important it is 
in the daily life of the Church and our communities to refer to the Word of God, a Word that is not confined to a 
book, but which remains ever alive and becomes a concrete and tangible sign. 
The biblical expression chosen for the celebration of the seventh edition of the Sunday of the Word of God is 
taken from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians: “The word of Christ dwells among you” (3:16). 

The Rite of Acceptance into the Order of the 

Catechumenate will take place at 6pm mass next 

Saturday 7th February at St Monica’s. We currently 

have 7 people who have undertaken the RCIA faith 

journey. Please keep them in your prayers. 

RCIA resumes TOMORROW, Monday 2nd                  

February, in the Emmaus Room. Our topic for the 

evening is Sin and Forgiveness and The Moral 

Life.  

A BIG THANK YOU TO PARISHIONERS WHO HAVE STEPPED FORWARD RECENTLY FOR DIFFERENT MINISTRIES.  
Still more Volunteers are needed for 2026 

More Musicians & Singers are needed at the 6pm & 9.30 Masses 
Facilitators to assist with sacramental preparation.  Collect flyer in foyer. 
Church Cleaner to assist another parishioner to clean the Church once a month.  (approx. 1.5hrs per month)  
Gardeners @ St Monica’s. 
Still needed: 

                                                                                              
If you can assist, please contact Mary McGuiness or Parish Office. 

6pm Sat Mass 1 Minister of Altar, 1 Data Projectionist, Altar Servers. 

7.30 am Sun 1 Data Projectionist. Altar Servers. 

5.30pm Sun 3 Readers, 1 Data Projectionists 

St Gregs 8am Sun Altar Servers. 

Lenten Groups will commence on Monday 16th February at 7pm and Tuesday 17th February 

9.30 for a 10am start, both in the Emmaus Room at St Monica’s. If you would like to attend either 

of these sessions, please contact the parish office so that a book can be made available for you. 

All welcome. Books $10 each. 

Music for Lent Workshop: Musicians & Liturgy Planners 

are invited to attend an evening exploring Music for Lent 

on Thursday 6th February from 7pm to 8.30pm at the 

Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. RSVP to 

ofw@parracatholic.org or phone 0460 037 795. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REGULAR PARISH ACTIVITES 

Rosary 
St Monica’s: 8.40am before  
weekday Mass. 
                                                              
St Gregory’s: 8.40am before  
Saturday Mass. 
                                                                  
Children’s Liturgy                                      
Every Sunday excluding school      
holidays during 9.30am Mass at         
St Monica’s 

Parish Morning Tea 
After 9.30am Mass every  fourth  
Sunday of the month at St Monica’s & 
every second Sunday of the month at  
St Gregory’s after 8am Mass 
 
Body of Christ Prayer Group 
First Wednesday 7-8.30pm pray for 
vocations. All welcome.                        
1 Hughes Ave, Hobartville. 
 
Table Tennis 1st & 3rd Mondays  
5-7pm in the Old Church. 

Benediction & Mass 
St Monica’s: Every 1st Friday of the 
month 6.30pm - 7.30pm.                         
St Gregory’s: Every 1st Saturday after 
9am Mass. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                     

 

                                                                                                          

We welcome the newly 
baptized… 

Skylar & Cohen Holz             
Andie Nazar                                     
Levi Nichols 

...to our Christian  
family  

Happy birthday  

to all those celebrating this 
week: 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
St Monica’s: Wed after 9am Mass to  
pray for vocations.                                   

... and those we remember this week: 

Grant Eternal Rest to the recently deceased: 

We Prayerfully Remember the Sick 

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS 
Donations can be made using the bank details below, or via 
the Tap-and-go machine and online donations which are    
accepted through our parish website at                         
parishofrichmond.org.au.                                                           
Your donations are greatly appreciated.                                                                                      

SUPPORT DONATIONS                                                                                                                                        
BSB                        067950                                                                                  
Account No            100000204                                                                        
Account name        Richmond St Monica’s Church 

The First Collection - Supporting the Diocesan priests  
Reference              First Collection (Your name)   

                                                                     

The Second collection - Supporting the parish needs                                                                                                                            

Reference              Second Collection (Your name) 

  

Monthly Special Blessings.                                                       

Marriage Anniversaries - Every 2nd Sundays of 

the month.                                                                

Birthdays - Every 4th Sundays of the month.                                

Tony Scopelliti, Kenny Colman, Katsuyuki Myazaki, Chris  

Sultana, Sandra Bell, Peter Boyle, Celine McDonald 

Drago Grcia 

John Cranfield, Venera Chetcuti, Robert Pereira, Ruth 

Larven, Sandra Vaughan, Delina Galea, Lorraine Phillips, 

Joan Crutcher, Margaret Skelley, Maria Zeks, Mark Potter, 

Pat Stanton, Rose Galea, Peter Johnson                                                                        

Luke 24 Youth Group (8-17yrs)                                          

Date: Monday 9th February 2026                                                    

Venue: Emmaus Room                                        

Time: 5.30 - 7pm                                        

Luke 24 Young Adults Group (18-35yrs)                                                    

Date: Thursday 12th February 2026                                                          

Venue: Emmaus Room                                                          

Time: 6.30pm                               

There is a planned WORKING BEE scheduled for 

Saturday 14th FEBRUARY. 9am – 1pm, with a 

sausage sizzle to finish the work.  

Windows to be cleaned, cobwebs wiped out,    

gardens spruced up, hedges cut & lawns to be 

mown.  FOR PLANNING THE 

JOBS & CATERING, WE NEED 

TO KNOW ASAP WHO CAN               

ATTEND. If you can assist, even 

with an hour of your time, please 

contact Mary McGuiness or the 

Parish Office. Thank you.  



PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT US  NEXT WEEK'S ROSTER  
7/8 February 2026 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A 

 

Readers  
6.00pm - J. Chapman  M. Darmody 
7.30am - T. Maguire  A. Edwards 
9.30am - A. Pace  K. Brough 
5.30pm - J. Morley  E. Teuma 
Extraordinary Ministers at 
Holy Communion  
6.00pm - D. Grima  V. Muscat 
7.30am - A. Burnett  A. Dunbar 
9.30am - A. Aquilina  C. Hey 
5.30pm - S. Nash  S. Higgins 
Minister of the Altar 
6.00pm - P. Beirne 
7.30am - R. Ujmiak 
9.30am - D. Murphy  M. Hoffman 
5.30pm - T. Ross 
Junior Ministers  
6.00pm -  
7.30am - 
9.30am - V. Cavallaro  R. Dsouza                                               
M. Robinson 
5.30pm -  
Data Projector  
6.00pm - M. Breaden 
7.30am - M. McMahon 
9.30am - E. Choudhary 
5.30pm - M. Teuma 
Children’s Liturgy   
9.30am -    
Cleaners - M. Portelli  L. Culican  M. Kath                               
C. Livingstone   
Counters  
01 Feb - N. Godsell  L. Bowen  M. McMahon 
08 Feb - C. Barber  F. Pausanos                                
C. Thompson 
 
WEEKDAY ROSTER  
Monday 2 February 2026 
Reader - M. Breaden 
EMoHC - H. Convey 
Wednesday 3 February 2026 
Reader - L. Sheffield 
EMoHC - A. Moloney 
Friday 1 February 2026 
Reader - M. Ryan 
EMoHC - A. Huxley 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Saturday 31 January 2026 
Reader - J. Wall 
EMoHC - C. Smiroldo 
Sunday 3 February 2026 
Readers  
8.00am - M. Ryan  I. Galea  T. Misdom 
Minister at  the Altar - D. Ryan 
Extraordinary Ministers at 
Holy Communion  
8.00am - M. Ryan 
Data Projector - S. Buchan 
Altar Preparation - M. Ryan 
Cleaners - D. Grima 

 

 

St Monica’s 

St Gregory’s 

Gareth Conyard  

Maintenance & Welding    

Specialising in - Welding - Mig/

Tig/Stick Lawn Mowing/Hedges 

Property Maintenance 

              Gareth 0407 068 038 

 

JEFFSAN EXCAVATIONS PTY LTD 

A family owned & operated company since 1988 

Luke Refalo  

(Director) Specialising in: Plant Hire 

Civil Contracting Bulk Haulage Landfill Demolition 

Asbestos Removal Bulk & Detail Excavation  

P: 4776 1185   M: 0409 302 957 

luke@jeffsan.com.au     www.jeffsan.com.au 

457 Castlereagh Rd, Agnes Banks NSW 2753 

 

 

FOR HIRE: The Emmaus Room: A small double-room with kitchen & IT facilities is available for 

hire, through the Parish of Richmond, by parishioners & friends. The area is suitable for small social 

gatherings, workshops & other functions. Availability by arrangement with the Parish Office.                                 


