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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Isaiah 45:8 
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let 
the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be 
opened and bring forth a Saviour. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-14 
The virgin will conceive. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 23:1-6 
Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 
Jesus Christ, is a descendant of David, is the Son of 
God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Matthew 1:23 
Alleluia, alleluia! A virgin will give birth to a son; 
his name will be Emmanuel: God-is-with-us. Alle-
luia! 

GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-24 
Jesu was born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, a son 
of David. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Isaiah 7:14 
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; 
and his name will be called Emmanuel. 
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Presider: As we begin our celebration for the Fourth 

Sunday of Advent, let us prepare to light the fourth 

and last candle on our Advent wreath. As Advent 

draws to a close, we pause to pray for faith that opens 

our lives to the Spirit of God...pause...In the words of 

the acclamations, let us pray...pause…  
 

 

Presider: Come, Sun of Justice and Radiant Dawn. 

All: Come! Shed your light in every heart and home 

where darkness reigns. 
 

 

Presider: Come, child of Mary, given to us as a sign 

of love. 

All: Come! Dwell in the hearts of your people. 
 

 

Presider: Come, Emmanuel, God-with-us through all 

ages. 

All: Come! Save us without delay. 

 

Fourth candle is lit. 

A LETTER FROM THE BISHOP REGARDING THE TERRORIST ATTACK IN BONDI BEACH 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

The tragedy at Bondi Beach has shocked and deeply saddened our entire community, with many carrying fear, 

grief and unanswered questions. Such violence is a grave assault on human dignity and can never be justified. 

We condemn it unequivocally and reject all hatred that seeks to harm innocent people. There is no place for   

antisemitism, especially in Australia.   

Together with all people, and with the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, we stand in solidarity with the Jewish             

community and pray for all those affected – those who have lost their lives or been injured, and the many             

individuals, families and communities whose lives have been changed in an instant.  We also pray for the first 

responders, healthcare workers, and members of the public who acted with courage and compassion in the face 

of danger – protecting others, offering help and bringing calm and support amid uncertainty. These acts of          

self-giving love and care reflect the very best of our humanity, our shared values, and our hope for each other.   

Let us continue to offer our care, compassion and prayers, calling on Mary, our mother and Queen of Peace, to 

intercede for us at this time. It is vital that we do not allow fear or anger to divide us. Violence, retaliation and 

discrimination are never the answer, even in the face of terrorism and antisemitism.  …Peace … comes from God 

who loves us all unconditionally ….   

I invite our Diocesan community to pray for healing, for comfort for all who mourn, and for a renewed                

commitment to unity, mutual respect and peace across our diverse faiths and cultures. May we continue to stand 

together against violence in all its forms. May God be close to all who are suffering, and may His peace rest upon 

our community. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, Bishop Vincent Long, Bishop of Parramatta   

mailto:angelacopland54@gmail.com


 
 

PARISH MASS TIMES 

St Monica’s 
Saturday: 6.00pm 
Sunday: 7.30am, 
9.30am,5.30pm  
Mon, Wed & Fri: 9.00am 
 
St Gregory’s 
Saturday: 9am 
Sunday: 8am 
St John of God 
No Masses at this stage 

ANNOUNCEMENTS PARISH DIARY DATES 

• Friday 26 December Saint Stephen. 

• Saturday 27 December Saint John. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation 
St Monica’s: 
Saturday 5.30pm - 5.50pm. 
St Gregory’s: 
Saturday after 9.00am Mass. 

Anointing of the Sick Mass 
Second Friday of the month, 9am 
at St Monica’s or by arrangement 
with the priests 

Baptism 
By appointment only. 
St Monica’s: 2nd & 3rd Sundays  
at 11am. 
St Gregory’s: 1st Sunday at 11am  
Booking & Preparation are essential. 
 
Marriage 
Strictly by appointment. A minimum 
of 6 months notice is required. All 
enquiries please email: 
admin@parishofrichmond.org.au 

COUNCIL MEETINGS               

PPC - 11/02/2026       

PFC - 18/02/2026   

Time at 7pm.                     

Meeting Minutes    

available on notice 

boards in church 

foyers & parish  

website 

Christmas Mass Times  ... 

       St Monica’s:    Wednesday December 24  6pm Vigil (Children’s Mass)                                                     

                          Midnight Mass - Readings and Carols from 11.30pm 

                         Thursday December 25   7.30am & 9.30am                                                                                                                    

                St Gregory’s:   Wednesday December 24    8pm Vigil Mass 

            Thursday December 25    8am 

Thank you to those who helped prepare the 

cakes for distribution at the John Moroney             

Centre. 
Merry Christmas and safe journey to all who are leaving 

on holidays over Christmas. We especially wish                             

Fr. Raymond a happy holiday with his family during             

January. 

Thank you I would like to thank everyone for 

their prayers & good wishes for my recovery 

following my accident. I firmly believe that it is 

the prayers of the community that have helped 

me on the road to recovery., May God bless you 

all. With grateful thanks, Ruth Larven. 

RCIA  is taking a break over Christmas .We wish 

you all the Blessings of this Holy Season. 

Reconciliation is available each Wednesday 

throughout the season of Advent during Exposition 

following 9am Mass at St Monica’s. 

New Years Day Thursday 1st January 2026. Feast Mary, 

the Holy Mother of God. Mass will be celebrated  at                   

St. Monica’s at 9am.  

2026 Rosters:  

The 2026 liturgical rosters will be available on the Parish website as in previous years.  

Please check for live updates of such.  

MORE VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR 2026: 

 

   More Musicians & Singers are needed at the 6pm & 9.30 Masses 

   Facilitators to assist with sacramental preparation. Collect flyer in foyer. 

   Teachers for Children’s Liturgy (9.30am Mass) 

   Altar Servers 

   Church Cleaners & Gardeners                                                                                                                                                

If you can assist, please contact Mary McGuiness or Parish Office. 

6pm Sat Mass 1 Minister of Altar, 1 Data Projectionist 

7.30 am Sun 4 Eucharistic Ministers (to assist with distribution of Communion,  

1 Data Projectionist 

9.30am Sun Current 9.30am roster is full. 

5.30pm Sun 2 Readers, 2 Data Projectionists 

St Gregs 8am Sun 2 Data Projectionist, Readers 

9am Masses 

Mon, Wed, Fri 

Eucharistic Minister on Mon &/or Fri 

Reader on Friday 

Christmas Office break: The office staff will be having 

some holiday time, so if you drop in or phone the Parish  

Office & we don’t answer, please leave a message or send 

an email - we won’t be far away. The Parish Office will be 

closed from Wed 24 Dec - Mon 5 Jan 2026. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REGULAR PARISH ACTIVITES 

Rosary 
St Monica’s: 8.40am before  
weekday Mass. 
                                                              
St Gregory’s: 8.40am before  
Saturday Mass. 
                                                                  
Children’s Liturgy                                      
Every Sunday excluding school      
holidays during 9.30am Mass at         
St Monica’s 

Parish Morning Tea 
After 9.30am Mass every  fourth  
Sunday of the month at St Monica’s & 
every second Sunday of the month at  
St Gregory’s after 8am Mass 
 
Body of Christ Prayer Group 
First Wednesday 7-8.30pm pray for 
vocations. All welcome.                        
1 Hughes Ave, Hobartville. 
 
Table Tennis 1st & 3rd Mondays  
5-7pm in the Old Church. 

Benediction & Mass 
St Monica’s: Every 1st Friday of the 
month 6.30pm - 7.30pm.                         
St Gregory’s: Every 1st Saturday after 
9am Mass. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                     
 

                                                                                                         
We welcome the newly 

baptized… 
Caiden Paz                           

Thomas Warner 
 

...to our Christian  
family  

Happy birthday  

to all those celebrating this 
week: 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
St Monica’s: Wed after 9am Mass to  
pray for vocations.                                   

... and those we remember this week: 

Grant Eternal Rest to the recently deceased: 

We Prayerfully Remember the Sick 

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS 
Donations can be made using the bank details below, or via 
the Tap-and-go machine and online donations which are    
accepted through our parish website at                         
parishofrichmond.org.au.                                                           
Your donations are greatly appreciated.                                                                                      

SUPPORT DONATIONS                                                                                                                                        
BSB                        067950                                                                                  
Account No            100000204                                                                        
Account name        Richmond St Monica’s Church 

The First Collection - Supporting the Diocesan priests  
Reference              First Collection (Your name)   

                                                                     

The Second collection - Supporting the parish needs                                                                                                                            

Reference              Second Collection (Your name) 

  

Monthly Special Blessings.                                                       

Marriage Anniversaries - Every 2nd Sundays of 

the month.                                                                

Birthdays - Every 4th Sundays of the month.                                

Janice Sutton, Ian Huxley, Thomas Ngwu, Betrand Ugwuene, 

Peter Colman, Celia Morrison, Elizabeth Eddy, Clare Tame 

Stan Fienberg, Paul McDonald, Johnny Camilleri, August & 

Marie Melinz, Melissa Colless 

Robert Pereira, Ruth Larven, Trisha Corbett, Drago Gracner, 

Sandra Vaughan, Delina Galea, Lorraine Phillips, Joan    

Crutcher, Margaret Skelley, Maria Zeks, Mark Potter, Pat    

Stanton, Rose Galea, Peter Johnson, Peter Boyle                                                                                     

Luke 24 Youth Group (8-17yrs)                                          

Date: Monday 12th January 2026                                                    

Venue: Emmaus Room                                        

Time: 5.30 - 7pm                                        

Luke 24 Young Adults Group (18-35yrs)                                                    

Date: tba                                                            

Venue: Emmaus Room                                                          

Time: 6.30pm                               

SAVE THE DATE .. 
                                                                                     

St Paul’s Feast .. 

Saturday 17th January 2026 at St Monica’s. 

Mass will commence at 5.30pm followed by   

a procession. After the procession you are all 

invited to join in for the fun.                                    

There will be the Maltese concert band, food, 

drinks, BBQ, pastizzi, traditional Maltese               

biscuits, chocolate wheel & lots of prizes.            

All welcome. 



PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT US  NEXT WEEK'S ROSTER  
27/28 December 2025 
The Holy Family  
Year A 

 

Readers  
6.00pm - J. Xiberras  A. Copland 
7.30am - T. Fogarty  A. Tabone 
9.30am - L. Sheffield  M. Mizzi  
5.30pm - R. Sultana  T. Ross 
Extraordinary Ministers at 
Holy Communion  
6.00pm - J. Xiberras  J. Muscat 
7.30am - C. Thompson  A. Burnett 
9.30am - L. Ryan  J. Cauchi 
5.30pm - D. D’Mello  J. Morley 
Minister of the Altar 
6.00pm - P. Beirne 
7.30am - A. Moloney 
9.30am - C. Pritchard 
5.30pm - R. Ujmiak 
Junior Ministers  
6.00pm -  
7.30am - 
9.30am - C & E. Cauchi  S. Borg 
5.30pm - 
Data Projector  
6.00pm - M. Breaden 
7.30am - M. McMahon 
9.30am - E. Choudhary 
5.30pm - M. Teuma 
 
Counters  
21 Dec - M. Ryan  D. Bowles  C. Chapman 
28 Dec - N. Godsell  L. Bowen  M. McMahon 
 
WEEKDAY ROSTER  
Monday 22 December 2025 
Reader - A. Copland 
EMoHC - M. McMahon 
Wednesday 24 December 2025 
Reader -  
EMoHC -   
Friday 26 December 2025 
Reader - D. Bowles 
EMoHC - M. Ryan 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Saturday 27 December 2025 
Reader - C. Smiroldo 
EMoHC - 
Sunday 28 Deecember 2025 
Readers  
8.00am - L. Currall  M. Mooney  A. Drew 
Minister at  the Altar - A. Vincent 
Extraordinary Ministers at 
Holy Communion  
8.00am - C. Smiroldo 
Data Projector - S. Stennett  
Altar Preparation - M. Ryan 
Cleaners - K. Hodgson 

 

 

St Monica’s 

St Gregory’s 

Gareth Conyard  

Maintenance & Welding    

Specialising in - Welding - Mig/

Tig/Stick Lawn Mowing/Hedges 

Property Maintenance 

              Gareth 0407 068 038 

 

JEFFSAN EXCAVATIONS PTY LTD 

A family owned & operated company since 1988 

Luke Refalo  

(Director) Specialising in: Plant Hire 

Civil Contracting Bulk Haulage Landfill Demolition 

Asbestos Removal Bulk & Detail Excavation  

P: 4776 1185   M: 0409 302 957 

luke@jeffsan.com.au     www.jeffsan.com.au 

457 Castlereagh Rd, Agnes Banks NSW 2753 

 

 

FOR HIRE: The Emmaus Room: A small double-room with kitchen & IT facilities is available for 

hire, through the Parish of Richmond, by parishioners & friends. The area is suitable for small social 

gatherings, workshops & other functions. Availability by arrangement with the Parish Office.                                 


