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First Sunday of Advent — Year A 29/30 November 2025

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Psalm 24:1-3

To you, | lift up my soul, O my God. In you, | have
trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my en-
emies exult over me; and let none who hope in
you be put to shame.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5
The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in the
kingdom of God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 121:1-2, 4-5, 6-9
Let us go rejoicing to house of the Lord.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14
The time has come, our salvation is near.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Psalm 84:8
Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your mercy and
love and grant us your salvation. Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:37-44
Stay awake, you must be ready.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Psalm 84:13
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth
shall yield its increase.

Presider: May the circle of green leaves which has no
beginning and no end, be a sign of God’s everlasting love
for us.

All: Come Lord Jesus.

Presider: As we kindle the flames on these candles each
week, may a spirit of love be kindled in our hearts, so that
we will be ready to welcome Christ this Christmas.

All: Come Lord Jesus.

Presider: May His coming bring true
peace on earth and herald the dawn of
a new day.

All: Come Lord Jesus.

ADVENT: AN INVITATION TO KEEP AWAKE

Every season of advent offers us the opportunity as pilgrims of hope to remember the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem, and to prepare for his future coming. The four weeks of advent with the different candles we
light in our Christmas wreath, and the nativity scene, remind us to focus on Jesus and to set aside anything
that distracts our faith and relationship with Jesus. In other words, Advent invites us to keep awake and to

focus on God as the true centre of our lives.

During this period of Advent, the four advent candles we shall be lighting each Sunday symbolises: Hope,
Peace, Joy, and Love. These advent themes will help us to prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus
Christ and to reflect on His second coming in glory. Hence, our reflections this season will revolve around:
the birth of Jesus and God’s promises to be fulfilled as foretold by prophet Isaiah, the journey to Bethlem
by Mary and Joseph, the joy we have that Christmas is very near, and the love we feel because God has
shown his love to us by sending His son to dwell among us as our Emmanuel - (God-with-us).

My dear brothers and sisters, our duty in this season of advent is to keep awake, and to prepare ourselves
both spiritually, emotionally, physically, and other wise for the coming of our lord by letting go of all:
resentment or bitterness, lust or intense sexual desires, envy or jealousy, anger or hatred, pride or
arrogance, and all sins or immoral practices. Let us dispose ourselves to embrace the arrival of: Jesus
Christ, God’s mercy and forgiveness, gratitude, charity, humility, and purity of our thoughts, words, and
actions. As Pilgrims of Hope in God'’s faithful promise, may we keep awake by renewing our faith in God

and His church as Advent 2025 begins.
Fr. Raymond C. Ugwu, C.S.Sp.
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Christmas Mass Times ... 9 )N

St Monica’s: Wednesday December 24 6pm Vigil (Children’s Mass) Rj::n’:;;i‘:;:m
Midnight Mass - Readings and Carols from 11.30pm St Monica’s,
Thursday December 25 7.30am & 9.30am chmend
Wednesday,
St Gregory’s: Wednesday December 24  8pm Vigil Mass 17 December
Thursday December 25 8am CI 7.00pm.
J

&,
@: ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you for your contributions to the Bishop’s
Christmas Appeal. $1999.20 was received.
Envelopes are still available in the Church should
you wish to contribute.

A New Liturgical Year: Today is the First Sunday
of Advent marking the beginning of a new Church
year. Our readings are from Cycle A.

Advent Prayer Groups continue Monday

1st December 7pm and Tuesday 2nd December
meet at 9.30 -10am start, both held in the
Emmaus Room.

Reconciliation will be available each Wednesday
throughout the season of Advent during Exposition
following 9am Mass at St Monica’s.

Christmas Eve Nativity play rehearsal.

Following 9.30am Mass at St Monica’s on Sunday
7th December rehearsals will begin for the
presentation of the Nativity at the Vigil Mass,
Christmas Eve 6pm. We need many helpers please
come and join us. This is always a special event
which brings much joy.

Rehearsal dates Sunday 7th, 14th & 21st December
after 9:30am mass.

PARISH DIARY DATES

e  Wednesday 3 December Saint Francis Xavier.

e Saturday 13 December Parish Retreat 9am - 12.30pm.

Parish Retreat ..
Saturday 13th December at St Monica’s from
9am-12.30pm in the Emmaus Room. Come and join us
for this special time of prayer. The retreat will be led by
Merilyn Hancock from the Diocesan Committee for this
‘Jubilee Year” which has as its theme Advent ‘Pilgrims
of Hope’ Retreat. Register using the sign on sheet in the
church foyer.

RCIA meets tomorrow Monday 1st Dec at 7pm.

We will open with the Advent Prayer and follow with
‘The Eucharist.’ Please keep in your prayers those
who are considering joining our faith community.

Piety Stall: Christmas gift ideas. Christmas cards
$5.00 for a pkt of 8. God’'s Word, a daily reflection
book $20.00. 2026 Columban Calendars $10 each.
Also available at St Gregory's.

Sharing Christmas Joy
It has been proposed that we reach out to the inmates at John Moroney Correctional Centre, Windsor once

again this Holy Season. We are inviting you to bring a bar of light fruit cake (approx.
250g) or a 500g square fruit cake weekend of 6th/7th Dec and the weekend of 13th/14th
Dec. They will be cut into slices & bagged for distribution on Sunday 15th December,
following 9.30am Mass at St Monica’s. If you are able to help with cutting & bagging

the cakes, please contact the office. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

spread
the

PARISH MASS TIMES SACRAMENTS

St Monica’s Reconciliation

Saturday: 6.00pm St Monica’s:

Sunday: 7.30am, Saturday 5.30pm - 5.50pm.
9.30am,5.30pm St Gregory’s:

Mon, Wed & Fri: 9.00am Saturday after 9.00am Mass.
St Gregory’s

Saturday: 9am Anointing of the Sick Mass

Sunday: 8am
St John of God

No Masses at this stage with the priests

Second Friday of the month, 9am
at St Monica’s or by arrangement

Baptism /" PARISH COUNCIL & \
By appointment only. PARISH FINANCE

St Monica’s: 2nd & 3rd Sundays MEETING

at 11am. joint end of year

St Gregory’s: 1st Sunday at 11am celebration.
Booking & Preparation are essential. 10 Dec at 7pm.

. Meeting Minutes
Marriage , » available on notice
Strictly by appo[ntment. A_mlnlmum boards in church
of 6 months notice is required. All foyers & parish

enquiries please email: :
admin@parishofrichmond.org.au \ website. j




STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS

Donations can be made using the bank details below, or via
the Tap-and-go machine and online donations which are
accepted through our parish website at
parishofrichmond.org.au.

P Your donations are greatly appreciated.
Th f
us, we are again inviting your support for a SUPPORT DONATIONS

Gift Card donation - from any store of BSB 067950

your choice. Account No 100000204
If you can donate, please place your Account name Richmond St Monica’s Church

card into the bucket at the church
door after Mass on the weekend of the
6th and 7th December.

thnk you for your generosity and contlnued/ The Second collection - Supporting the parish needs

6'; Christmas, St Vincent de Paul Society seQ

to assist more than 200 struggling families to
experience a joyful Christmas through
your generosity.

The First Collection - Supporting the Diocesan priests
Reference First Collection (Your name)

port. Reference Second Collection (Your name)

Ready for His Return

"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. So you also
must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an
hour when you do not expect him." Matthew 24:36,44 (NIV)

Based on Matthew 24:36-44

Grant Eternal Rest to the recently deceased:

Peter Colman, Celia Morrison, Elizabeth Eddy, Clare Tame,
Christopher Gorman, Michael Moller, Lily Vella, David Gagg

... and those we remember this week:

E - IN OUR PARISH REMEMBERANCE BOOK
3
[ ] 4]
5 6
| | ‘ We Prayerfully Remember the Sick
7 3 Robert Pereira, Ruth Larven, Trisha Corbett, Drago Gracner,
| | l | Sandra Vaughan, Delina Galea, Lorraine Phillips, Joan
Crutcher, Margaret Skelley, Maria Zeks, Mark Potter, Pat
o Stanton, Rose Galea, Peter Johnson
ACROSS DOWN
5. A period of time sixty minutes 1. Man in the Bible who built an ark
long
6. One who steals something 2. To come back g
7. The time period from sunset 3. To look or observe attentively or We wel - r;‘ th
until sunrise o carefully € | ebco e d € Happy birthday
8. The period from sunrise until 4. To be prepared or available for newly baptized...
Sunset service or action to all those celebrating this
...to our Christian week:
HOUR NIGHT WATCH READY family
DAY NOAH RETURN THIEF
( N\ ([
Luke 24 Youth Group (8-17yrs) Luke 24 Young Adults Group (18- 35yrs)
Date: Monday 8th December Date: Friday 12th December
Venue: Emmaus Room Venue: Emmaus Room
Time: 5.30 - 7pm Time: 6.30pm
\. /.
REGULAR PARISH ACTIVITES e
Parish Morning Tea Benediction & Mass
St Monica’s: 8.40am before Sunday of the month at St Monica’s & month 6.30pm - 7.30pm.
weekday Mass. every second Sunday of the month at St Gregory’s: Every 1st Saturday after
. St Gregory’s after 8am Mass 9am Mass.
gtagzggorx/;.sg.mam before . Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
y : Body of Christ Prayer Group St Monica’s: Wed after 9am Mass to
. o First Wednesday 7-8.30pm pray for pray for vocations.
Children’s Liturgy vocations. All welcome.
Every Sunday excluding school 1 Hughes Ave, Hobartville. Monthly Special Blessings.
holidays during 9.30am Mass at Marriage Anniversaries - Every 2nd Sundays of
St Monica’s Table Tennis 1st & 3rd Mondays the month.

5-7pmiin the Old Church. Birthdays - Every 4th Sundays of the month.



NEXT WEEK'S ROSTER
6/7 December 2025
2nd Sunday of Advent
Year A

"‘ﬁ# - St Monica's

Readers

6.00pm - J. Chapman M. Darmody
7.30am - A. Dunbar A. Tabone
9.30am - C. Hey E. Choudhary
5.30pm - T. Galino R. Sultana
Extraordinary Ministers at
Holy Communion

6.00pm - D. Grima V. Muscat
7.30am - A. Burnett L. Attard
9.30am - H. Convey A. Aquilina
5.30pm - T. Scopelliti A. Duarte
Minister of the Altar

6.00pm - P. Beirne

7.30am - C. Fleetwood

9.30am - M. Crew

5.30pm - D. Murphy

Junior Ministers

6.00pm - L. Sultana

7.30am - C & E. Cauchi S. Borg
9.30am -

5.30pm - C. Murphy

Data Projector

6.00pm - M. Breaden

7.30am - J. Cauchi

9.30am - M. McGuiness

5.30pm - M. Teuma

Children’s Liturgy

9.30am - M & M. Pastoors
Counters

30 Nov - C. Barber F. Pausanos C.
Thompson

07 Dec - V. Muscat F. Muscat R. Camilleri

WEEKDAY ROSTER

Monday 1 December 2025
Reader - M. Breaden

EMoHC - H. Convey
Wednesday 3 December 2025
Reader - L. Sheffield

EMoHC - A. Moloney

Friday 5 December 2025
Reader - M. Ryan

EMoHC -

'

Saturday 6 December 2025
Reader - J. Wall

EMoHC - C. Smiroldo

Sunday 7 December 2025
Readers

8.00am - M. Ryan |. Galea T. Misdom
Minister at the Altar - D. Ryan
Extraordinary Ministers at
Holy Communion

8.00am - M. Ryan

Data Projector -

Altar Preparation - M. Ryan
Cleaners - A. Falzon

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT US

e = Godwin's
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS

WALL & FLOOR TILING
LEAKING SHOWER REPAIRS
WATERPROOFING

Disable Access Bathroom Modifications

ol Goduwin 0410 553 134

T, | ) - :,,:____ =
.‘ (%’ \A;lkllisbi{
\", l"l‘il-Ll{.\l.;I(T\(I-Z

Tel 024577 2322
P 24 hours fron

Personalised care and attention 24 |

Darrell Logue and Richard Spiteri

Lic No. 109786C | PRl

PEST CONTROL

e Professional Service

¢ Treatment for all Pests

Joe Xiberras
Phone: (02) 4576 5170

1 Kentucky Drive,
Glossodia 2756

Mobile: 0414 790 926

Luke Galea
Business Owner
0432749602

w Greater WesternHealth

« Injury Rehabilitation
« Back Injury

) Podiatry, Physio & Chiro
« General Skin and Nail Care
+ Diabetes Foot Care
« Orthortics « Dry Needling/Acupuncture
« Heel, Foot and Ankle Pain
« Ingrown Toe Nails
128 Francis St, Richmond ﬂ
P: 4578 4788 | www.greaterwesternhealth.com.au

+ Massage
+ Headaches

ﬁlE Leaf Gu
M’lly Wor,

4577 2277

Free Quote
www.easyfall.com.au

EAST FALL
GUTTERING:.
ABN 86 151 736 695

+ Open 6 Days
» Sand & Gravel

_AL
)

« Cement
« Garden Soils
SAN + Decorative Pebbles
D & SOIL « Woodchips
Phone: 4572 7549 » Mulches

» Turf

« Pavers

« Pine Logs

« Retaining Wall Blocks

E: info@parkleasandsoil.com.au « Hardware/Building Supplies
w: www.parkleasandsoil.com.au s Pick up & Delivery available]

ALL CLASS |
2

Raintinggsenvices

4572 0011

729 George 5t, South Windsor

Fax:

ABN: 95 112 724 079
Licence No: 135311c

Residential

Joe Portelli

Phone: 0419 254 034

- All Size Jobs
- All Areas - Free Quotation

Maggie Zorlu
Principal | Director | LR.EA

Richmond

0407 675 898
02 4578 8805
maggie.zorlu@richmond.rh.com.au

Shop 4-5,304 Windsor St, Richmond NSW 2753
I rh.com.au/richmond

Plumbing
Drainage
Maintenance
Civil

New Homes
Renovations

Portable buildings, shipping
containers, farming &
construction equipment. J

QLLARNEILED)
VLT RS

Local & country
Call Matt 0417463726

Rental, sales & purchasing of
Portable buildings & shipping
containers for residential &
commercial purposes.

Call Anthony on 0421839356 ES—'ERN EXPRESS
| S Plumbing Group
Specialising in the relocation of @Cruise; udiolog
Cruise Cauchi BSpHLSc, M. ClinAud, AAudA )

Audiologist / Director

« Hearing tests for adults and children

+ Earwax removal using micro suction

+ Hearing aid fittings and maintennance
« Tinnitus and auditory processing
disorder assessments

P. 02 7233 4765

E. info@cruiseaudiology.com.au
A.128 Francis Street, Richmond, 2753
W. cruiseaudiology.com.au

FOR HIRE: The Emmaus Room: A small double-room with kitchen & IT facilities is available for

=

hire, through the Parish of Richmond, by parishioners & friends. The area is suitable for small social
gatherings, workshops & other functions. Availability by arrangement with the Parish Office.




